Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia
June 2014 Update
June 2014
Note about This Update:
This Update is prepared by the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia State Team at the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services as a means of sharing current
information from the DBHDS/Part C Office.
Enrollment of Children in the Medicaid Data System (VAMMIS)

Please note the following contact information for questions about enrollment of children in the Medicaid Data
System (VAMMIS).
Irene Scott 804-786-4868 irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov
Beth Tolley 804-371-6595 beth.tolley@dbhds.virginia.gov

Early Intervention Certification

For questions about certification of practitioners, contact Irene Scott 804-786-4868
irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov.
For questions related to completing the online application, contact David Mills 804-371-6593
david.mills@dbhds.virginia.gov

Staff Changes
We are delighted that Sarah Moore will be joining the staff of the Infant & Toddler Connection of
Virginia as a monitoring consultant. Sarah most recently served as the Coordinator of the Infant &
Toddler Connection of Chesterfield. Prior to that she was a school counselor in two school divisions
and was also an assistant director of a learning center. Sarah’s knowledge of early intervention and
the challenges of running a local system will be assets to her in her new role. She will start her new
role on July 10, 2014.
As a result of Bev Crouse’s retirement, Anne Brager will be moving from a monitoring consultant to a
technical assistance role. Anne brings a wealth of experience in early intervention from three states.
Monitoring and technical assistance assignments are being finalized and local system managers will
be notified of the assignments in July.

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)
As part of the new State Performance Plan /Annual Performance Report 6-year cycle that begins this
year, each state is required to develop and submit to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of
Special Education Programs, a State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP). The plan will be developed
over the first 2 years and then implemented over the remaining four years. The SSIP’s focus on

evidence-based practices and improving results for children and families will fit perfectly with efforts
already underway in Virginia.
Here’s what’s new in the SSIP development process:
 Work continues on our in-depth data analysis to better understand our data in the area of children
taking action to meet needs, the area where our broad data analysis showed our results were
below the national average and not improving.
o We have disaggregated our statewide data by variables like gender, race/ethnicity, age at
entry, age at exit, and length of time in EI to determine whether there are any differences in
how well certain groups of children do in the area of taking actions to meet needs. We are now
working with national data consultants to better understand this data and to identify what
differences are statistically significant or “meaningful.” We will hold a statewide webinar
in July (date to be determined) to share this data with all stakeholders who are
interested in reviewing and discussing the findings.
o At the same time, we are working with local system managers through regional meetings to
review and understand local data related to this child indicator area. All regions discussed a
variety of local data elements during their May meetings, and local system managers are
delving into the data further in order to facilitate additional discussion and analysis
during June regional meetings.
 Our broad infrastructure analysis is complete. This analysis involves looking at the components of
our system (governance, fiscal, quality standards, monitoring and accountability, professional
development, technical assistance, and data) to determine the capacity of our system to support
improvement and build capacity in early intervention programs and providers to implement
evidence-based practices to improve results for infants and toddlers and their families. Both the
VICC and local system managers have had the opportunity to review and provide input on the
infrastructure analysis. Comments received, revisions made in response to those comments, and a
complete analysis document are available on our website at
http://www.infantva.org/Sup-SSIP.htm.
 As part of our infrastructure analysis, we are in the process of identifying and analyzing previous
and current early childhood initiatives in Virginia that impact infants, toddlers and their families
in order to identify initiatives that should be included in the SSIP and to identify
strategies/processes that have worked well and those that have not.
 Infant & Toddler Connection state staff are coordinating with Arc of Virginia staff to expand family
engagement in the SSIP development process and will be using webinars, written information and
other strategies to ensure families are informed about and have the opportunity for input during
SSIP development and implementation.
 The Virginia Interagency Coordinating Council (VICC) discussed progress on SSIP development at
their June 11 meeting.
 The SSIP Core Group, which provides oversight on the process of SSIP development (the
procedures to use and who needs to be involved in each step) will meet on June 30.
In addition to posting information in the SSIP section of our website (http://www.infantva.org/SupSSIP.htm), we will use the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia monthly Updates to keep
stakeholders informed of our progress on the SSIP development. If you have comments or questions
about the SSIP, please contact Kyla Patterson at k.patterson@dbhds.virginia.gov.

Tips from the Monitoring Team: Transition
Now is a great time for service coordinators to check their understanding about transition
requirements and assure that they are providing timely transition planning for infants and toddlers,
including:
 IFSP includes transition steps and services at least 90 days (and up to 9 months with the consent
of all parties) prior to the anticipated date of transition;
 Notification to the Local Education Agency AND to the State Education Agency (DOE: Department
of Education) at least 90 days prior to the anticipated date of transition; and
 Transition conference at least 90 days (and up to 9 months with the consent of all parties) prior to
the anticipated date of transition.
For detailed information about transition requirements including the opt out policy for notification
and the requirement for parent approval for the transition conference, see Chapter 8 of the Infant &
Toddler Connection of Virginia. In addition, Transition resources can be found on the Early
Intervention Professional Development Website: http://www.veipd.org/main/sub_transition.html or
http://www.veipd.org/main/tools_trade.html which includes a calculator to determine the 90 day to
the 9 month time span based on the child’s anticipated date of transition.
Transition is a compliance indicator that is reported to the Office of Special Education Programs
(OSEP) as part of the Annual Performance Review (APR). Local system records are randomly selected
from all of the children who transitioned with a transition destination of “Part B Referral, Eligibility
Not Yet Determined” or “Public School/Part B Eligible” between August 1 and December 31.
Local system managers, supervisors and service coordinators can do a number of things now to
assure that they are prepared for a successful record review. Possible actions could include:
 review recent records or IFSPs to see how well the requirements are addressed; and/or
 review local procedures; and/or
 set up a monitoring mechanism to use over the next couple of months to keep an eye on how the
local system is doing as children get ready to transition to preschool in the Fall.

Research Supports Importance of Praising Effort, Not Talent
Findings from a recent study has reinforced that praising effort increases motivation and encourages
strategies for handling failure. Researchers analyzed videos of mothers interacting with their children
at 1, 2 and 3 years of age. The scholars tallied the kind of praise each mother gave to her child and the
amount, paying particular attention to the proportion of the praise that was directed at the child's
effort, such as "good throw," versus praise for the child personally, such as "you're so good at
baseball." Five years later, when the children were 7 and 8 years old, the researchers interviewed the
children, asking questions about their mindset. For example, "How much would you like to do math
problems that are very easy so you can get a lot right?" Toddlers who had heard praise commending
their efforts were more likely as older children to prefer challenges than those who heard praise

directed at them person-ally, the study found. Toddlers who heard praise directed at actions also
were more likely to believe later on that abilities and behavior could change and develop. Researchers
also noted that parents praised the efforts of boys more than girls. Later, boys were more likely to try
more challenging pursuits, the study found.
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2013/february/talking-to-baby-021213.html (news article)
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cdev.12064/full (research article)

Subscribing to Part C IDEA Data Listserve

Hello Part C IDEA Data Colleagues,
IDEA Data Center (IDC) has been asked how individuals can be added to the Part C IDEA Data
Listserve that IDC manages.
To subscribe to the listserve, individuals should send an email request to IDEAdata@westat.com with
their name, position/role, state or organization, and email address in the message body and Request
to Subscribe in the subject.
The Part C IDEA Data Listserve is open to state and local data managers, state and local special
education directors, Part C coordinators and service providers, other related state and local
personnel, IDEA data-related TA providers, and IDC project staff. The listserve is not open to OSEP or
other Federal government personnel, organization or association members, vendors, or members of
the press.
The listserve is available for subscribers to use to communicate about IDEA data quality, collection,
and reporting; discuss ideas, problems, and solutions; and share helpful tools and products in a semiprivate environment that encourages open and honest dialogue. The listserve provides instructions
for replying to discussions/topics, creating new discussions/topics, and unsubscribing.
We look forward to ongoing listserve discussions with you.
Kay Gallagher and Linda Lynch
IDEA Data Center (IDC)
Co-Managers, Communication and Dissemination
Westat
1600 Research Blvd.
Rockville, MD 20850
1-301-251-4280
1-800-937 8281 Ext. 4280

Do you have a
child with Autism?
Would you like to
participate in a
research study?
Drs. John
Harrington and Samantha Vergano with EVMS/ CHKD are
conducting
a research survey concerning the diagnosis and medical process
before and
after a diagnosis of Autism. Please visit the following website to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Q3KBYLZ
participate:
If you have any
questions regarding the survey please send them to:
John.Harrington@chkd.org; Phone: (757) 668-7179

The Decision Tree
Child Indicator Seeds for Success
Determining the Child’s Functional Status for Child Indicators
The Child Indicators represent the integrated nature of how children
develop and learn and cut across the five developmental domains that
must be included in multidisciplinary evaluations. They shift away from
measuring test scores in domain-specific areas toward looking at how
skills and behaviors are functional and meaningful in the child’s day to
day life. (Pletcher & Youngren, 2013)
FAQs
Question: What is the role of an assessment tool in determining child indicator ratings? Should professional,
clinical judgment be used?
Answer: While Virginia requires that a tool be used, it is only one piece of information used to determine
Child Indicator ratings. Information from the family, other caregivers and your informed clinical opinion
are also required when assessing a child’s functioning across settings and situations.
The challenge for determining where a child falls on the rating scale is that no single evaluation tool exists that
directly measures the three outcomes. Also, most of the current instruments used to assess children are domainbased and may not address a child’s level of functioning in a variety of settings.
Current recommended practices in assessment call for the use of multiple measures and multiple sources
when assessing young children (Neisworth & Bagnato, 2005). Early childhood teams should turn to
naturalistic means of assessing the skills a child can perform across a variety of settings. Naturalistic/authentic
assessments include observations of children in their everyday environment, reliance on information from
informed caregivers, and use of curriculum based measures which take into account different ways of achieving
functional skills for children with disabilities. Naturalistic assessments provide multiple opportunities for a child
to perform skills across domains of development and can be embedded within the context of child-initiated
routines and planned activities (Losardo & Notari-Syverson, 2001). Assessment occurs in the context of daily
routines and involves individuals who have the greatest opportunities to interact with the children on a regular
basis (e.g., parents, caregivers, teachers).
The Child Indicator rating is based on a synthesis of all information obtained through multiple measures
and sources and compares the child’s function to same age peers of their same culture. It’s important to
remember a child may score at age level on the standardized tool, but not be functioning comparable to
same age peers. Conversely, a child may use an assistive device to function comparably to same age peers,
but not score at age level on the standardized tool.
Question: What is the purpose of the Virginia Child Indicator Booklet?
Answer: This booklet is meant to be used in combination with other sources of information including those
mentioned above. The purpose of this booklet is to provide a “hands on” resource with information readily
accessible to assist service coordinators, providers and families in determining how a child is functioning in
relation to his or her same aged peers in three functional areas:
1. positive social-emotional skills and relationships;
2. acquisition and use of new knowledge and skills; and
3. use of appropriate behaviors to meet needs (taking action to get needs met).
A thorough explanation and details of development are beyond the scope of the Virginia Child Indicator
Booklet. It is incumbent upon early childhood professionals to have a thorough knowledge of
development. Resources listed in this manual can be used as one mechanism for professionals to increase
their knowledge. Observation of typically developing children and specific coursework are other
methods to increase professional competency in child development.

Virginia Head Start Association Infant Toddler Conference

Early Intervention providers are invited to participate in the Virginia Head Start Association
Infant Toddler Conference. The conference will be held on August 13-14, 2014 at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel in Staunton, VA. Registration information is available at
http://www.headstartva.org/conference/infant-toddler-conf-2014.php

Tuesday, August 12
4:00 – 6:00 pm

Early Registration

Day One: Wednesday, August 13
6:30 – 8:45 am

Breakfast (24 Market Breakfast Buffet opens at 6:30 am, buffet at your leisure)

8:45 – 9:00

Welcome!

9:00 – 10:30

Keynote: Cecelia Cruse, MS, OTR/L – see website for details
Sensory Solutions for Infants and Toddlers

10:30 – 10:45

Break

Note: Participants are asked to choose Track A or Track B
for each session at the time of registration.
10:45 – 12:15
Track A
Safety is Everyone’s Business: Infant Toddler
Safety for Home, Transport, Playgrounds, and
Centers - Led by VA TA ECE Specialists

12:15 – 1:15 pm

Track B
How will EHS look 5 years from now? 10?
Beyond? Explore EHS/CC partnership models
as well as leadership growth opportunities for
all EHS staff - Led by Laura Hunt Trull, Head
Start Consultant

Lunch

1:15 - 2:45
Track A
CSEFEL Module 1: Social Emotional
Development within the Context of
Relationships - Led by VA TA ECE Specialists

2:45 – 3:00

Break

Track B
Rattles to Riding Toys for the Multi-Age
Classroom - Led by Infant Toddler Specialist
Network

3:00 – 4:30
Track A
CSEFEL Module 2: Responsive Routines,
Environments and Targeted Strategies to
Support Social Emotional Development in
Infants and Toddlers - Led by VA TA ECE
Specialists

Track B
Discoveries of Infancy - Cognitive Development
(with lots of activity ideas thrown in)! - Led by
Infant Toddler Specialist Network

Day Two: Thursday, August 14
6:30 – 8:45 am

Breakfast (24 Market Breakfast Buffet – at your leisure)

8:45 – 10:15
Track A
CSEFEL Module 3: Individualized Intervention
with Infants and Toddlers: Determining the
Meaning of Behavior and Developing
Appropriate Responses - Led by VA TA ECE
Specialists
10:15 - 10:30

Break

10:30 – 12:00 pm
Track A
CSEFEL Module 4: Leadership Strategies for
Supporting Children’s Social Emotional
Development and Addressing Challenging
Behavior (this module’s primary audience
intended for managers and directors) - Led by
VA TA ECE Specialists
12:15 – 1:15

Track B
Rocking and Rolling with Transitions - Tips to
help ease the challenges of transitions with
infants and toddlers - Led by Infant Toddler
Specialist Network

Track B
Art as a Process Versus a Product… Explore
hands-on art/ sensory ideas for toddlers –
Led by Infant Toddler Specialist Network

Closing: Thoughts, Evaluations, Final Speaker…

Bonnie Grifa, State Early Childhood Mental Health Coordinator, will speak about the Infant Mental Health
Credential, Learning Communities, CSEFEL Coaching, and other mental health information related to infants and
toddlers
Lunch will be provided to eat during conclusion.

Part C Staff
Catherine Hancock
Anne Brager
Richard Corbett
Karen Durst

Cori Hill
David Mills
Kyla Patterson

Irene Scott
Terri StrangeBoston
Beth Tolley
LaKeisha White
Mary Anne White

Early Intervention
Administrator
Part C Monitoring
Consultant
Part C Monitoring
Consultant
Part C Technical
Assistance
Consultant
Part C Training
Consultant
Part C Data
Manager
Consultant

Catherine.hancock@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 371-6592

Anne.brager@dbhds.virginia.gov

(434) 338-7747

Richard.corbett@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-9682

karen.durst@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-9844

cfhill@vcu.edu

(540) 943-6776

david.mills@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 371-6593

k.patterson@dbhds.virginia.gov

(860) 430-1160

Administrative &
Office Specialist III
Technical Assistant
Consultant
Early Intervention
Team Leader
Office Services
Specialist
Part C Monitoring
Consultant

irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-4868

Terri.strangeboston@dbhds.virginia.gov
beth.tolley@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-0992

keisha.white@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-3710

maryanne.white@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-1522

(804) 371-6595

