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Note about This Update:
This Update is prepared by the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia State Team at the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services as a means of sharing current
information from the Part C Office.
Enrollment of Children in the Medicaid Data System (VAMMIS)

Please note the following contact information for questions about enrollment of children in the Medicaid Data
System (VAMMIS).
Irene Scott 804-786-4868 irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov
Beth Tolley 804-371-6595 beth.tolley@dbhds.virginia.gov

Early Intervention Certification
For questions about certification of practitioners, contact Irene Scott 804-663-7250
irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov.
For questions related to completing the online application, contact David Mills 804-371-6593
david.mills@dbhds.virginia.gov

State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (APR)
In 2004, every state was required by the U.S. Department of Education to develop a State Performance
Plan (SPP) that identified annual targets for the state’s performance on a set of federally required
indicators for the next 6 years. Subsequently, the U.S. Department of Education extended the SPP for
2 more years. Each year we must submit an Annual Performance Report (APR) that specifies our
actual performance on each of these indicators compared to the target we established in the SPP. The
final APR for this SPP cycle is due to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on February 3,
2014, and a draft of that report will be available by December 16th for your review in the “What’s
New” section of our website, www.infantva.org. The data already have been discussed with the
Virginia Interagency Coordinating Council, and we are accepting any additional written
comments through December 31, 2013. Please submit any comments you have on the APR to
Kyla Patterson at k.patterson@dbhds.virginia.gov.

IFSP – Transition Section Revisions
Two changes have been made to the transition section (Section VII) of the IFSP form:
 During the recent regional webinars on the eligibility determination, assessment and transition
requirements, it became clear that there was some confusion about the requirement to provide
Parental Prior Notice about the transition conference for all children who are potentially eligible
for Part B and not just for those whose families are interested in Part B. Further discussion with
some local system managers indicated that the wording in activity 4 of the transition plan was
contributing to this confusion. In order to make it clearer for service coordinators and for parents,
we have revised the wording for that activity.



Based on new federal interpretation, we are also in the process of discussing changes to our
inactive status policy for children who are lost to contact (including repeated “no shows”). In
order to avoid another version of the IFSP form within the next few months, we are eliminating
activity 6b of the transition plan now. This activity documents provision of Parental Prior Notice
for children on inactive status, which can be documented in activity 6a or in a contact note instead.
We anticipate releasing complete information about policy changes related to inactive status by
February, 2014.
Revised IFSP forms (for electronic and handwritten completion) reflecting these changes to the
transition section have been posted to the website, www.infantva.org, and are available for immediate
use. Since these are not regulatory changes, it is acceptable to continue using the previous IFSP form
(without the new wording in Activity 4 and with Activity 6b) until you have used all printed copies or
until you are able to make the necessary wording changes in your electronic form. The revised IFSP
form is being translated into other languages, and those will be posted to the website as soon as they
are ready.

Did You Know?
Did you know that the IFSP Review Record (Section IX) of the IFSP form needs to include not only the
changes that are being made as a result of the IFSP review but also the rationale for those changes?
The federal Part C regulations state that the purpose of the IFSP review is to determine (1) the degree
to which progress toward achieving the results or outcomes identified in the IFSP is being made, and
(2) whether modification or revision of the results, outcomes or early intervention services identified
in the IFSP is necessary. Section IX of the IFSP form serves as the documentation that both aspects of
the IFSP review purpose were addressed during the IFSP review.
Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia state staff members often find during record reviews that the
Summary section of the IFSP Review Record simply notes that a service is being increased, decreased
or added rather providing an overview of what was discussed and the rationale for any changes that
are then listed in the Change(s) section. The IFSP Instructions in Chapter 7 of the Practice Manual
indicate that the Summary section should include:
 Information from the family regarding their priorities and preferences;
 Information from ongoing assessment, including progress toward IFSP outcomes and goals and
the child’s current functioning and progress (since the initial IFSP) in the areas of positive social
relationships, acquiring new knowledge and skills and taking appropriate actions to meet needs.
 The manner in which the review was conducted and any other new information that might affect
the IFSP; and
 If there are changes made to the IFSP as a result of this review, the rationale for the change(s).
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Change in Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) Early Intervention
Leadership
Jeff Beard’s responsibilities have changed effective December 1, 2013, and as a result he will no longer
be involved with the early intervention system. The Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia is
grateful to Jeff for his incredible expertise and responsiveness as he helped our office and the field
implement the DMAS Early Intervention Services program, including the Quality Management Review
process, enrollment of children in the Medicaid EI program, enrolling providers in DMAS and assisting
with claims questions. Thanks and best wishes to Jeff in his new role!
We are pleased to announce that Brian Campbell will be stepping back into the DMAS early
intervention services leadership role. Brian was instrumental in designing and initial implementation
of the Medicaid EI Services program. Brian can be reached at brian.campbell@dmas.virginia.gov or
804-786-0342.

Billing for Targeted Case Management for Hospitalized Children
The Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) does not permit billing for Early Intervention
Case Management (TCM) during months when the child is hospitalized for the entire month. TCM can
be billed if allowable service coordination/case management activities occur when a child is not
hospitalized during the entire month and the “allowable” service coordination/case management
activities occur before or after the hospitalization.

A Portrait of Infants and Toddlers in the United States
Source: Child Trends and the McCormick Foundation – November 5, 2013
Child Trends and the McCormick Foundation have published a new report, The Youngest Americans: A
Statistical Portrait of Infants and Toddlers in the United States (November 2013). The report provides a
comprehensive indicators-based portrait of the ~12 million infants and toddlers in America. It includes basic
demographical data on these young children, including information about their health and well-being, and
the well-being of their parents. The authors present observations about the composite portrait drawn and
identify some common threads in the data. Some key findings show that:
o
o
o
o

Many infants and toddlers in America today are starting out with severe economic hardship.
There are considerable inequities marked by income and race/ethnicity and these inequities are often
compounded by fragile family situations.
The majority of mothers of infants and toddlers are working.
Parental leave, high-quality child care, and access to early intervention services are out of reach for
many families raising infants and toddlers.
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Virginia’s Biennial School Readiness Report Card
This report is about Virginia’s capacity to support school readiness; gaps in access, accountability, and
knowledge; and the importance of public-private approaches.
Families foster their children’s development within the context of neighborhoods and communities.
Ideally, this occurs with the support of a strong web of schools and services to provide optimal
development. To ensure that children are healthy and well prepared to begin kindergarten and be
successful in both school and life, it is essential that we have information to guide our interventions
and support systems. Virginia’s School Readiness Report Card provides an opportunity to examine
and assess the capacity and effectiveness of the state’s system supporting the comprehensive school
readiness of young children.
http://www.vareportcard.com/Virginia-School-Readiness-Report-2013.pdf

Supplement Provides Information about Home Visiting Programs and Early Childhood
Source: Pediatrics – Retrieved November 22, 2013
A supplement to the November 2013 issue of Pediatrics is dedicated to the topic of home visiting and
early childhood. Articles address topics such as the effectiveness of home visiting in improving child
health and reducing child maltreatment, improving nurse-family partnerships, maternal depression,
home visiting in partnership with pediatric care, a cell phone-enhanced home visiting parenting
intervention, integrating home visiting into medical care of infants born to young mothers, and
enhancing home visiting with mental health consultation. The supplement was published by the
American Academy of Pediatrics and sponsored by the Health Resources and Services Administration
and the Administration for Children and Families.

Stay Tuned…..

The Decision Tree
Child Indicator Seeds for Success
will return January 2014
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Happy Holidays from the……

Early Intervention Staff
Catherine Hancock
Anne Brager
Richard Corbett
Beverly Crouse

Karen Durst

Cori Hill
David Mills
Kyla Patterson

Irene Scott
Terri StrangeBoston
Beth Tolley
LaKeisha White
Mary Anne White
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Early Intervention
Administrator
Part C Monitoring
Consultant
Part C Monitoring
Consultant
Part C Technical
Assistance
Consultant
Part C Technical
Assistance
Consultant
Part C Training
Consultant
Part C Data
Manager
Consultant

Catherine.hancock@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 371-6592

Anne.brager@dbhds.virginia.gov

(434) 338-7747

Richard.corbett@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-9682

btcrouse@vt.edu

(540) 231-0803

karen.durst@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-9844

cfhill@vcu.edu

(540) 943-6776

david.mills@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 371-6593

k.patterson@dbhds.virginia.gov

(860) 430-1160

Administrative &
Office Specialist III
Technical Assistant
Consultant
Early Intervention
Team Leader
Office Services
Specialist
Part C Monitoring
Consultant

irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 663-7250

Terri.strangeboston@dbhds.virginia.gov
beth.tolley@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 663-7258

keisha.white@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 663-7252

maryanne.white@dbhds.virginia.gov

(804) 786-1522

(804) 371-6595
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