Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia
August 2014 Update
August 2014
Note about This Update:
This Update is prepared by the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia State Team at the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services as a means of sharing current
information from the DBHDS/Part C Office.
Enrollment of Children in the Medicaid Data System (VAMMIS)

Please note the following contact information for questions about enrollment of children in the Medicaid Data
System (VAMMIS).
Irene Scott 804-786-4868 irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov
Beth Tolley 804-371-6595 beth.tolley@dbhds.virginia.gov

Early Intervention Certification

For questions about certification of practitioners, contact Irene Scott 804-786-4868
irene.scott@dbhds.virginia.gov.
For questions related to completing the online application, contact David Mills 804-371-6593
david.mills@dbhds.virginia.gov

Did You Know?
Did you know that, when entering data into ITOTS, the date of the exit assessment for the child
indicator ratings must be on or before the child’s discharge date? As indicated on page 33 in Chapter
8 of the Practice Manual, the date of the exit assessment is one of the following:


The last date on which assessment information was collected (e.g., date of the last visit during
which ongoing assessment information was documented);



If completed within the 6 months prior to the child’s discharge and it reflects the most up-to-date
assessment information available, then the date of the most recent IFSP in which the child
indicator ratings were documented; or



If completed within the 6 months prior to the child’s discharge and they reflect the most up-todate assessment information available and they are available to the local early intervention
system by the date of the child’s discharge, the date that child indicator entry ratings were
determined by the local school division.
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Announcing:
Virginia’s Milestones of Child Development App.

If you have an apple device that supports apps, please go to
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/virginias-milestones-childhood/id891027951?mt=8
and download Virginia’s Milestones of Child Development.
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EI Institute
We hope you have marked your calendar and plan to join us at the EI Institute on October 14th in
Charlottesville. Our featured keynote speakers are Dr. Dathan Rush and Dr. M'Lisa Shelden.
Concurrent session topics include adult learning, authentic assessment and much more. For more
information including a downloadable agenda and to register
visit: http://www.veipd.org/main/ei_institute_2014.html

Attention Physical Therapists!
The next PSIG (Pediatric Special Interest Group) Café will be held September 10, 2014 at 7:00.
Dr. Sandra Kaplan will be discussing the Clinical Practice Guide (CPG) for Congenital Muscular
Torticollis. Email VPTA.PSIG@gmail.com if you have questions.

Clarification: Teaming vs. Consultation
As some local systems have begun using a primary provider approach to service delivery, with
scheduled (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc.) team meetings/staffings to support the primary
provider, the question has arisen whether this meeting should be considered teaming or if this is
consultation and should be listed on the IFSP. Consultation, which occurs between providers and
without the child and family present, is a method of providing an entitled early intervention service
that is listed on the IFSP. In other words, the consultation with a specific discipline has been
identified by the IFSP team as necessary to address a specific outcome(s). The regularly scheduled
team meetings/staffings that may occur as part of a primary provider approach are a teaming activity,
since they are held as a routine activity rather than to address a specific need or issue that requires
consultation from a specific discipline. If an issue requiring more specific consultation between the
primary provider and another discipline comes up during the course of team meetings/staffings, an
IFSP Review may be held with the family to consider adding the needed service (with consultation as
the method).
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State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)

As part of the new State Performance Plan /Annual Performance Report 6-year cycle that begins this
year, each state is required to develop and submit to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special
Education Programs, a State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP). The plan will be developed over the first
2 years and then implemented over the remaining four years. The SSIP’s focus on evidence-based
practices and improving results for children and families will fit perfectly with efforts already underway
in Virginia.
Here’s what’s new in the SSIP development process:


We are wrapping up our in-depth data analysis this month. The purpose of this step was to better
understand our data in the area of children taking action to meet needs, the area where our broad
data analysis showed our results were below the national average and not improving.
o Statewide webinars were held on August 8 and August 20 to share statewide data on
children taking action to meet needs (disaggregated by variables like gender,
race/ethnicity, age at entry, age at exit, and length of time in EI) and to provide an
opportunity for analysis and discussion of this data with stakeholders.
o The contributing factors identified through our in-depth data analysis have been posted to
the SSIP section of our website, http://www.infantva.org/Sup-SSIP.htm, under Data
Analysis.



As part of our infrastructure analysis, we have completed the process of identifying and analyzing
previous and current early childhood initiatives in Virginia that impact infants, toddlers and their
families in order to identify initiatives that should be considered for inclusion in the SSIP and to
identify strategies/processes that have worked well and those that have not. A copy of this
analysis has been posted to the SSIP section of our website at
http://www.infantva.org/documents/SSIP_State_Initiative_Inventory.pdf.



We are working with the Arc of Virginia to share information about the SSIP with families through
the New Path newsletter and their blog. We are also planning a webinar for families in October
that will explain the SSIP, summarize our data analysis findings and solicit their input on
improvement strategies.



The next step in our process will be to use the contributing factors we’ve identified and
information from our infrastructure analysis to identify improvement strategies. As with the
other steps in this process, stakeholders will be actively involved, and the SSIP Core Group will be
meeting on September 5th to discuss the process we will be using.
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The Decision Tree

Child Indicator Seeds for Success
Outcomes Measurement: Self-Directed Learning
Are you looking for refresher training, a way to orient new providers or additional information on
Child and Family Outcomes?
The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) has developed mini training sessions on a variety of child and
family outcomes related topics. Each session is a short, stand-alone piece suitable for self-paced online learning. These
sessions may be reviewed by individuals as an orientation to a new topic, or to refresh existing knowledge and skills. The
content is suitable for providers, administrators, stakeholders and families. Click on the links provided to start learning!

Overview to Child and Family Outcomes:
Orientation for New Staff
This recorded webinar provides an overview to child and family outcomes measurement for the new learner. (76 min.)

Why Collect Outcomes Data?
This session provides background information for those new to outcomes measurement. The session provides an
understanding of the historical roots of federal accountability, the current requirements, and the various purposes and uses
of outcomes measurement. (6 min.)

Child Outcomes:
Understanding The Child Outcomes
This introductory session provides a description of the three child outcomes. It is designed for learners to understand the
development and content of the three child outcomes, differentiate among the three child outcomes, and differentiate
between functional outcomes and discrete skills. (5 min.)

Child Outcomes: Step by Step Video
This video describes and illustrates the three child outcomes, offering a consistent way to describe the outcome areas
across programs and states. It can be used for professional development and training, orienting families, and introducing
the outcomes to policymakers or funders. (9 min.)

Assessing the Three Child Outcomes
This session is designed for the introductory or intermediate learner. Information presented includes recommended
practices for functional assessment and crosswalks. Learners will understand the use of formal assessment instruments for
measuring child outcomes, and differentiate between evaluation for the purposes of eligibility vs. accountability. (6 min.)

Understanding Young Children's Development
These three narrated modules were developed by training personnel in Illinois based on content developed by the
University of Connecticut Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities. The modules correspond to the three child
outcome areas and are focused on identifying age-appropriate skills among children zero to three:
A Focus on Positive Social Emotional Skills (26 min)
A Focus on Children's Acquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (25 min.)
A Focus on Taking Appropriate Action to Meet Needs (24 min.)
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Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Process:
Developmental Trajectories: Getting to Progress Categories from COS Ratings
This presentation provides an overview of how the ratings on the Child Outcomes Summary form translate to the OSEP
progress categories and summary statements, using visual depictions of developmental trajectories between entry and exit.
(16 min.)
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